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CITY COUNCIL 

CITY OF RICHMOND HEIGHTS 

MISSOURI 

 

REGULAR MEETING, May 2, 2016 

 
A Regular Meeting of the City Council of the City of Richmond Heights, Missouri 
was held on Monday, May 2, 2016 at 7:30 p.m. in the City Hall Council Chambers; at 
1330 S. Big Bend Boulevard. The meeting was opened with The Pledge of 
Allegiance. Present were Mayor Jim Thomson, Council Members Ed Notter, Joan 
Provaznik, Rick Vilcek, Matt Casey, Danny Hebenstreit,  Reginald Finney, Dan 
Sebben and Megan Moylan. Also present were Amy Hamilton, City Manager and 
Ken Heinz, City Attorney. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Official Election Results 

April 5, 2016 

 
  MAYOR RICHMOND HEIGHTS 

          (Vote for )  1 

              (WITH 14 OF 14  COUNTED) 

           JIM  THOMSON  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .     1,076   52.26 

           JAMES J. BECK .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .       974   47.21 

           WRITE-IN.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .         3     .53 

 

          COUNCIL MEMBER RICHMOND HEIGHTS DISTRICT 1 

          (Vote for )  1 

              (WITH 3 OF 3  COUNTED) 

           GREG  VESCOVO, JR.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .       108   22.22 

           MARK F. MUELLER  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .       128   26.34 

           JOAN  PROVAZNIK  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .       249   51.23 

           WRITE-IN.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .         1     .21 

 

          COUNCIL MEMBER RICHMOND HEIGHTS DISTRICT 2 

          (Vote for )  1 

              (WITH 3 OF 3  COUNTED) 

           RICK  VILCEK  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .       416   71.97 

           DEREK  BOLDEN .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .       159   27.51 

           WRITE-IN.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .         3     .52 

 

          COUNCIL MEMBER RICHMOND HEIGHTS DISTRICT 3 

          (Vote for )  1 

              (WITH 3 OF 3  COUNTED) 

           MEGAN  MOYLAN .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .       400   98.77 

           WRITE-IN.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .         5    1.23 

 

          COUNCIL MEMBER RICHMOND HEIGHTS DISTRICT 4 

          (Vote for )  1 

              (WITH 5 OF 5  COUNTED) 

           CHARLES  CONNERS .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .       190   46.42 

           DANNY  HEBENSTREIT  .  .  .  .  .  .  .       210   51.85 

           WRITE-IN.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .         2    1.73 



2 

 

Teresa Proebsting, Parks and Recreation Director, announced the City had received 
its 20th Tree City USA award along with the Tree Growth Award.  Ms. Proebsting 
stated it had been received on the occasion of the City’s Arbor Day celebration on 
April 1, 2016. 
 

Public Service Employees Week 

Proclamation 

 

Council Member Matt Casey read a Proclamation from the Mayor and Council 
honoring the Public Service Employees week of recognition for 2016.  Mayor 
Thomson and the Council thanked the Richmond Heights municipal employees for 
their dedicated service to the City and its residents. 
 
Mayor Thomson stated he would be presenting a copy of the proclamation to each of 
the employees with a personal note attached. 
 
District 2 Meeting 

 

Mr. Vilcek stated District 2 would be holding their monthly meeting on Saturday, 
May 14 at 10:00 a.m. at The Heights. 
 
Veterans Memorial Ceremony 

Thursday, May 26, 2016-The Heights 

 

Mr. Vilcek stated there will be a memorial ceremony at the Veterans Memorial 
Gazebo on Thursday, May 26, 2016 at 5:30 p.m. at The Heights, honoring those who 
served in Afghanistan.  Mr. Vilcek stated he hoped to see everyone attend. 
 

CITIZEN’S COMMENTS NO. 1 

 

None. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

Regular Meeting Sine Die 

April 18, 2016 

 

Mr. Vilcek moved, Mr. Finney seconded, a motion for the approval of the minutes of 
the Regular Meeting Sine Die of April 18, 2016.  Carried unanimously.  Mr. Casey 
abstained as he did not attend the meeting. 
 
Regular Meeting 

April 18, 2016 
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Mr. Vilcek moved, Mr. Finney seconded, a motion for the approval of the minutes of 
the Regular Meeting of April 18, 2016.  Carried unanimously.  Mr. Casey abstained 
as he did not attend the meeting. 
 

CITY MANAGER’S REPORT 

 

Petition No. 2016-09 

SSM St. Mary’s Hospital Site Plan Review 

10’ Privacy Fence 

 

Ms. Hamilton asked if the council wished to call up for review, SSM St. Mary’s 
request for installation of new generator and the 10-foot high privacy fence.  Ms. 
Hamilton noted the restriction in City code says the fence cannot exceed 8 foot in 
height at institutional uses unless they receive permission.  Ms. Hamilton stated the 
SSM neighbors had been involved in the discussions and the generator and privacy 
fence met with their approval.  Ms. Hamilton stated the Plan & Zoning Commission 
supported the Site Plan and 10’ fence. 
 
Representatives from St. Mary’s were available to answer any Council 
questions/concerns. 
 
Mayor Thomson stated he was pleased to see the cooperation between residents and 
corporate entities. 
 
Mr. Vilcek moved, Mr. Finney seconded a motion to let stand the Plan & Zoning 
Commission’s approval of the Site Plan and 10’ privacy fence.  Carried unanimously. 
 

MSD work in City Streets 

 

Council asked about the progress on the sewer work done by MSD in the City; Ethel, 
Hoover, Claytonia, Highland, etc. and noted it was still pretty much in disarray. 
 
Chris Boyd said he has been in touch with them and the major work in back yards is 
nearly complete.  Mr. Boyd said the large pieces of equipment still had to be removed 
which is why they have not finished street work so as not to tear things up removing 
the heavy equipment.  Mr. Boyd said they would be doing patching in the asphalt 
areas rather than whole street replacement and told him it should be complete by end 
of May. 
 

CITY ATTORNEY’S REPORT 

 

Mr. Heinz gave a brief review of Council action as regard to closed or executive 
sessions, explaining the reasons allowed by the Sunshine Law for public entities to 
move to go to a closed session.  Mr. Heinz explained the topics closed sessions 
generally centered around; i.e. legal actions, causes of action or litigation involving a 
government body or any attorney/client privileged information, the leasing, purchase 
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or sale of real estate, negotiations regarding contracts, or hiring/firing  or disciplining 
of employees. 
 
Mr. Heinz explained the procedure the Council would do when going to a closed 
session from their public open meetings, i.e. motion to close, roll call, etc. and general 
rules of order. 
 
Mr. Heinz explained the Council has the means of electronic teleconferencing for 
those who may be unable to make a meeting in person and reminded the Council that 
emails are public record and are open to scrutiny and he advised it is best to contact 
one-on-one means of communication when discussing ordinances, votes, etc. rather 
than a blanket email. 
 
Mr. Heinz reminded the Council that moving to a closed session is brought about by 
roll call voting and stated that each Council member could have personal misgivings 
about the necessity to do so when in a public forum.  Mr. Heinz stated a NAY vote 
was perfectly fine if the individual council member felt compelled that way.  Mr. 
Heinz stated council members should vote with your conscience if you have a 
different opinion about the necessity or legality of going to a closed session.  Majority 
would rule in any case. 
 

BILLS PREVIOUSLY INTRODUCED 

 

None. 

 

INTRODUCTION OF NEW BILLS 

 

None. 

 

RESOLUTIONS 

 

Resolution No. 16-03 

Authorizes certain persons to withdraw, 

sign and endorse checks, transfer funds, etc. 

from the City accounts at Commerce Bank. 

 

Mr. Vilcek moved, Mr. Finney seconded, a motion to read for the reading of 
Resolution No. 16-03. Carried unanimously.  Resolution No. 16-03 was presented 
and read. 
A RESOLUTION OF THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF RICHMOND HEIGHTS, 
MISSOURI AUTHORIZING CERTAIN PERSONS TO WITHDRAW AND 
TRANSFER FUNDS DEPOSITED TO THE CREDIT OF THE CITY OF 
RICHMOND HEIGHTS AND TO ENDORSE AND SIGN CHECKS, DRAFTS 
AND ORDERS FOR THE PAYMENT OF MONEY FROM CITY ACCOUNTS AT 
COMMERCE BANK OF ST. LOUIS, N.A., RICHMOND HEIGHTS BANKING 
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CENTER, 7910 CLAYTON ROAD, RICHMOND HEIGHTS, MISSOURI, AND 
RESCINDING RESOLUTION NUMBER 12-12, ADOPTED MAY 21, 2012. 
 
Mayor Thomson asked for a vote of approval of Resolution No. 16-03. Carried 
unanimously. Mayor Thomson declared Resolution No. 16-03, approved. 
 

CITIZEN’S COMMENTS NO. 2 

 

None. 

 

MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS 

 

Council Meeting Protocol Discussion 

 

Mayor Thomson asked the Council for their input on meeting protocol and their 
thoughts on citizen comments procedure; length of time to present their issue to the 
Council, discretion by the Mayor to allow leeway in the time frame, multiple 
comments on same subject, etc. 
 
Council consensus was that the current system was adequate, with the three-minute 
time limit for citizen presentations on a subject, but agreed there could be leeway 
under certain circumstances.  Council felt our system has been working well but 
agreed that multiple statements that were repetitive should be discouraged to allow 
for differences of opinion to take place. 
 
Council was somewhat apart on the issue of allowing someone who signed a 
comment card to “donate” their three minutes to a single spokesperson thereby letting 
that person accumulate minutes for a lengthy discussion.  Generally, Council stated 
they would not like that dissertation to last longer than 10 minutes.  
 
Council discussed the importance of attendance of council members to council 
meetings, especially since the Council compensation that has just gone into effect was 
slightly different than in the past with Council receiving their payment for meetings 
each month rather than being paid for attendance at each meeting. Compensation for 
Council is now $480.00 per month which would include any number of meetings per 
month.  
 
Mr. Notter wanted to emphasize he was concerned that a council member could miss 
meetings on a regular basis and still be paid.  Mr. Casey stated there did not seem to 
be any abuse that he had observed in the past and did not feel that there would be 
improper use of the excuse of “necessarily absent” just because of the compensation 
change. 
 
Mayor Thomson stated the council compensation change had been passed and 
approved by the previous sitting Council in 2014.  Mayor Thomson stated the Charter 
does say that a council member could be removed if there were three consecutive 
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unexcused absences which should provide the proper checks and balances should a 
situation occur.  Mayor Thomson stated the Mayor could make the decision whether 
the situation had become serious, but noted he did not feel the situation would come 
up without discussion with the rest of council and the member in question. 
 
Closed session 

 

At approximately 8:28 p.m., Mr. Casey moved, Mr. Finney seconded, a motion to 
hold a closed meeting with closed record and closed voting pursuant to Subsections 
(1), (2), (3) and (12) of Section 610.021, RSMo., 2010, in order to discuss in order to 
discuss legal actions, causes of legal action or litigation involving a public 
governmental body, and any confidential or privileged communications between a 
public governmental body or its representatives and its attorneys,  and leasing 
purchase or sale of real estate by a public governmental body where public 
knowledge of the transaction might adversely affect the legal consideration thereof, 
hiring, firing, disciplining or promoting an employee of a public governmental body 
and documents related to a negotiated contract.  AYES:  Mr. Sebben, Ms. Provaznik, 
Mr. Notter, Ms. Moylan, Mr. Finney, Mr. Vilcek, Mr. Casey, Mr. Hebenstreit, and 
Mayor Thomson. NAYS:  None. 
  
Mayor Thomson stated the Council would adjourn to closed session. 
 
At approximately 9:01 p.m., Council returned to open session. 
 
Adjournment 

 
With no further business to come before the meeting, at approximately 9:03 p.m., Mr. 
Vilcek moved, Mr. Finney seconded, a motion to adjourn.  Carried unanimously. 
 
Mayor Thomson declared the meeting, adjourned. 

 
 

___________________________ 
       PATRICIA S. VILLMER 
       DEPUTY CITY CLERK 
 
 
 
APPROVAL: 
 
________________________ 
 

 
 
 
 


